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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 


The Gorbals = a place of fact and fiction - Is finished. The sigus 
are that even the name is wilikely to survive. At the last cout 
some 60,COO souls were still living there - in houses which carry 
the same cld descripticn: Unfit for human habitation, Officially 
these houses are recognised as part of a ghetto which must be cleared 
away completely. The new High Flats move im gradually and withis 
twenty years the Gorbals will exist culy in the realm cf myth. 


The best book on Glasgow's sub-staudard housing is Bolith@s's long 
out-of-print ‘'Caneer of Empire! which brought consternation to the 
authorities in 1922. In it Bolithae warned that 'revelution is 
imminent i Glasgow unless something is done to rehouse the working 
aud workless population’. Bolithee's greatest exposure concerned the 
housing estate at Kaightswood which had been built for the workers 
around 1916. Glasgow Corporation fixed a rent for these houses uo 
worker could afford. Docters, teachers, lawyers, shopkeepers all 
moved in, oad the workers stayed in their slums. The newspapers were 
silent, devoting their headlines te the war hysteria. John Maclean 
end certain other socialists would not, however, be silent, but they 
were geom rounded up, charged with sedition and put behind bars for 
may years. 


Bolithne, of course, could net be teuched. He was all the more 
dangerous because he had in fact been sent out by Whitehall to find 
ut what ell the noise was ubout on 'Red Glydeside'. His book did 
appesr until 1922 and it is to his eternal credit that he cams 
wn eclidly on the side of the workers ~ instead of simply deing the 
voite-washing job which, one feels, was probebly expected of him. The 
Snhabitents of Gehema found an ally ix Bolithes. 


In 1930 another book, this time = novel, placed the spwtlight once again 
on Glasgew and more particularly Gorbals. This was Alex Madrthur's 'No 
Mean City'. This put Gerbals, and Gorbalonians, ou the map as very few 
cities, let alone mere districts, huve ever been: Gorbals was world 
news. 


A best-seller, McArthur's novel has rarely been treated as sericus 
Litersture. Icoked at simply as a novel ‘Ne Mean City! is perhaps 
not quite satisfactory, But it is certainly not the cheap gangster 
pot-boiler it is often mace out te be. 


| 


What is of value in McArthur is the authenticity of the 
descriptions of Gorbuls life. He has the extraordinary knack 
of putting his finger on the cxe thing waich makes the scene 
ring true, the one thing which brings heme the real atmosphere 
ef Gorbals. 


Take for example the opening chapters. Cid James Hurley, 211 
and stifled by a lifetime of peverty, rising frem his bed at 

two otelock in the morning te stand by his window babbling 
Bibblical texts. There he stands in his nightshirt and cries 
cut: ‘Babylon is fallen, repent!’ His alarmed wife and son 

try te scothe him back te bed but Hurley lashes out and floors 
then. He then rushes downstairs to the street, still ia his 
vightshirt, end continues to scream: ‘Babylon is fallen, Repent!' 
Rveryene on the stair is wakened by this time. And old James 
Hurley is rumaing towards the Clyde where he is picked up by the 
police. Sson after he enters the city madhouse and vanishes from 
sight. But here's the point. Hurley was a Protestant married to 
a Catholic. He had not been inside a ehurch since his beyhcod. 
MeArthur skilfully suggests the uncenscicus strains of Calvinism 
old Hurley carries with him - straixs which run deep in Gorbals, 
as deep as the Catholic strain. Often these straius clash anc 
there is viclexce of a particularly brutel kind. MeArthur kuew 
hig Gerbels all right. 


My motive in writing wrens was partly wostalgia and partly an 
attempt to show that the slum child has memests when he is not 
so far awey fvom the delight which Werdsworth speaks of. Perhaps 
ancther reasoa could be that, so far as I know, there has never 
peen even one line of poetry written about the Gorbals. 


The acarest Gorbals ever got to poetry was when a young Edwin Muir 
passed through the district daily cn his way te work during the 
1914-16 war, Muir lived in Alison Street in Gevanhill which is 

only seperated from the Gorbals by a railway track, In his 
autebicgraphy Mair dismisses Gorbals simply as a dreary slum. Still 
he does state that in Crown Street and Eglinton Street he always 
felt he was treading dangerously close to the ground. 


I remember asking Edwin if he ever thought of going back to auld 
Glesga. His reply was emphatic: 'No, Never. I try to aveid 
the place. It's a detestable place. Detestable.' Nevertheless 
I thick Moir cwed a great deal to Glasgow. He would never have 
admitted it but it was this ‘detestable place' which made a poet 
cut of him, not Orkney. 


My last visit te Gerbals was in 1969 and as I turned inte 
CGamder Street - where I was bora, SSer=R ~ T experienced 

a pang of regret on finding that the old tenemeat had been 
pulled dowa. Oa lifting my eyes cver the vacant goace I was 
surprised to see in the distance the cutline of Cathkin Braess 
a view which had not existed from the street whes the buildings 
held sway there. 


fod long may the future children of Gerbals see these hills 
tPpom whence’ still ‘comes cur aid'. And let Meloch be 
forgotten. 

Well, we can hepe, anyway. 


HT, Bryce. 
Mayfield, 19770 
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No myth my little fears 
nor good earth small: 


at nightfall 

pig iron tongues leapt 
licked the cindered sky, 
rust overcast vibrated 
molten sound: 


the high threatening towers 

Dixon's Blazes 

belched putrid fumes 

aglow and slowly burning 

over pulsating tenement 

tombs of the poor 

where we, the children, 

waited on Moloch 
inplacable. 


That night I ley awake 
and listened to the beat of drums 
the taunting flute 
the marching songs 
and afterwards another song 
another singer in the street: 
Derry's Walls or Johnnie Thompson ~ 
loud arias of the dispossesed 
corner boys of Hallside Street 
whose futile fists 

and Parish boots 
beat in vain upon the door 
which never opened to reveal 
the oppressive emptiness within. 
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Each barefoot summer 

an acrid tang of poiled tar 

poured over patched-—up 

Canden Street: a 

vortex of colours 

spun crazily into gutters. 

And lucky middens raked 

in eager back-court treks 

where Eldorado lay: 

(sharp broken plate 

was then the real exchange. ) 

Red damp pipe~clay 

on scoured stairs. 

Brass doorknobs married 
stealthily: 

Kick door! Run fast! 

And shrieks of rage 
pursuing. 
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Saturdays of noise 
in Pandemonium. 
broma of oranges, 
the peel oitched high 
from the balcony into 
the disinfected pit 
of Taughter. There in 
the PARAGON or sombre 
PALACE, the underground 
EE-EEs or CROWNIE 
we watched Lugosi 
and the terror mask of Lorre, 
tiff Keaton, Chaplin's 
Modern Times. 4nd there 
fn the penny crush we 
the victims 
could howl down the sacrifice, 
and ery for justice. 
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See down the rotting walls they’ come 
an avalanche of tmddled bugs 

Black and dense and as weak 

as ug - the victims ~ trapped within 
the confines of a gingle-end: 

great the carnage 4s the slain 

were brushed aside in shovelfuls 

and burned there in the kitchen fire - 
a shivering army's funeral pyre. 
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There was a screaming boy 
who once upon a time 
hung crucified on twisted spikes 
between the midden and the wall. 
He leapt; fell and writhed 
above the sewered dunny in the high backs. 
And then the shawl-clad women came 
howling, 
down the turret stairs. 
I fled. 
I leapt the pestilent pool 
and raced the burning ground 
down the long, tarred 
broken street 
i fled 
where quick accusing eyes 
stared from gas—lit windows 
and followed everywhere. 
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Dust clouds on the soda wastes, 
the dull thud of dodgem cars, 
on-the-Line-the-money' s-mine , 
the swish of swinging chairs: 


high divers leaping into flame, 
wrapt in midnight flares: 

one coconut dearly prized 
passed round in equal shares: 


a magic, mirrored world of din 
where beaniel ladies glare 

at one who dare not linger long 
nor gape with vacant stare: 


too conscious of a wasteland stench 
behind the grinding fair. 
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Weird trees were climbed 
grotesque and gnarled 

and one more ugly than the rest 
was called the Devil's Tree 

on which the superstitious spat 
for luck; best of all 

was when the clanking buggy 
came bellowing through the Mire 
past Brooky's pit, 

with wagonettes of blazing slag 
and roaring timmed it's lava 
there, down scarred Hill 60, 
I'd stand forlorn and gaze 
with longing down the buckled 
rails that stretched across the wastes 
of desolation. 
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We watched the billboards. 

Every day we saw the happy faces there. 
Faces rosy, like painted suns. 
Happy faces, plastered high 
munching beans and pice. 

We watched and watered at the mouth 
and vowed a vow: one day 

we'll have a mountain of beans 

all to ourselves, we said, 

and all the pies we want 

before we're fed! 
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Smouldering slag 

around the dank Moll's Mire 
by Polmadie and Hangingshaw. 
Many a cloud=hung summer 
spellbound I've stood 

amid indestructible daisies 
and buttercups which shone celestial: 
a wild profusion grew 

where Jenny's Burn, 

choked with garbage, 

slipped quietly 

past tenacious dandyliong 
where once I saw 

sprouts of shimmering green, 
ravishing my soul 

and haunting every dream. 
Nature is held to be 

ted in tooth and claw, 

yet there seemed a presence 
there among the dust, 

so gentle and so shy, 

once seen, withdrawn 

behind 2 veil of innocence 
and no second look 
vouchsafed. 
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Old Jupiter and Dalriada, 

Talisman with Jeannie Deans, 
paddles churning murky water 

ships' horns blasting loud hot steam; 
there's Kylemore and Little Eagle - 
one funnel is of black and white = 
St Columba racing Edward 

down Clyde estuary at night. 

Many ships and many journeys, 
different colours of the line: 

and the miniature Queen Mary 

always reached Bridge Wharf at Nine. 


Happy on these well-stacked steamers 
(jet-black clouds drifting astern) 
see the little children pointing 

at what adults never learn; 

what the wind-whipped flag is saying 
to the youth's enraptured stare: 
Whoever gazing at the ocean 

does not find his captain there? 
Many ships and many journeys, 
different colours of the line, 

and the mintature Queen Mary 

always reached Bridge Wharf at Nine. 
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Tiny coffin passing by, 

garlands of donated flowers 

and the still, long, silent hours 
puzzling the reason why. 


Those within the limousine 
purring slowly through the rain 
with unseeing eyes of pain 
move as if in a dream. 


Sudden as the end of day 
(withered faces blindly weep 
in Palaces or Kidston Street) 
death is seldom far away. 


Tiny coffin passing by, 

garlands of donated flowers 

and the long, still, silent hours 
puzzling the reason why. 
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August 

and we have football again: 
the Saturday trek 

to cheer the Thirds 

at Cathkin 

where the barnyard Stand 
ereaked and groaned 
under Seltic hordes 
storming the turnstiles. 
I remember 

the amxious scan 

for friendly faces 

in the crush 

as we pushed 

ten abreast 

up Cathcart road. 

I remember 

the wey we pleaded: 

'Hey, mister, mister, 
gonnie lift us o'er?! 
And if that failed 

we waited 

for kick-off time 

and the Law to look away, 
and we scampered 

over corrugated walls 
and disappeared 

amid the swaying mob. 

T remember 

the intoxicating fragrance 
of fresh-cut turf 

(and Cathkin's was 

a famous turf, 

the legend told), 

an oasis of green 

where teem colours 
blended 

in harmony of contrast - 
the blazing scarlet of Thirds, 
the green and white hoops 
of Celts. 


How we rose up transformed, 

how joy erupted on those 
terracings, how we screamed GOAL! 
And all the rest forgot, 

forgot old Moloch 

and the sacrifice. 
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All night long 

the pathetic squeak 
of a tiny soul 
bravely swirling 
until first daw 
exposed the plight 
of one whose erie 
had been to reach 
for a crumb of cheese 
set high above 

the jawbox swill, 


Thus time of death 
for mics and men 
is any second 

it takes to slip 
and plunge 

inte an unending 
cold dark sea 

of bleak 

infinity. 
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Easter Day sharp and clear 

ead bright summer drawing sear. 

Off we set for Rouken Glea 

Robin Hood and all his men 

armed with tea and lemonade. 

We fought the tyrant demon shade 

up high upon the Fereneze: 

crawling ox bare hands and knees 
through the long sherp blades of grass 
to lay aad ambush in the pass. 


Or maybe a penay-special to Miligevie 
to bask » fishing in the sky: 

all the long hot golden hours 
gathering the common flowers. 
Wisp of pollex on the breeze. 

Us terrified cf harmless bees 

or marching beldly up the Linn 
round old Catheart's castle grim, 
and the tired sunset of days 

as we returned from Gathkin braes 
round the haunted waterfall 
drowning out the loudest call. 


If we returaed to Busby Glen 
we would not see 
what we saw then. 
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Red-brick library in Norfolk street 
blazing brightly through the gloom 
with Yid and Pole, Bye-Tie and Gael 
tmddled in the reading room, 

2 populace of old and young 
chortling over Rabbie Burns. 

As we turned the well-worn page 

of Long John Silver in a rage 

at the loss of pirate gold 

we quite forgot the biting cold: 
gloating over weakeeyed Fagin 
screaming to the gallows taken, 

or standing steady gum in hand 
over silent footprints in the sand, 


and blowing dust from Walter Scott 
(whose wordy tales were soon forgot). 
There was one book out that year: 
‘Adrift ta the Stratogohere', 

And we were lost on burnished Mars 
far away amid the stars. 

Other books read since then 

are blurred by fell experience: 

a fresh approach alone can bring 
life and zest to everything. 
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Moffled wash-heose Annie 

for fifty years and more 

slaved inside the steamie. 

At everyone she swore 

as she stood with arms akimbo: 

and there the bathtubs filled with clothes 
which she rinsed for the neighbours 

with amozonian blows. 


Blenkets wet and stinking, 
dungarees of soot ~ 

she filled a perambulator 
and hauled it off like loot. 
There never was a woman 

so undeterred by toil 

as the long-vuamarried 

buxom Anmiie Doyle. 


Although her heart was broken 

by a theusand might-have~beens 
you'd never guess to see her 
she'd once been in her teens. 
That's how she earned her living, 
washing other people's clothes; 
and not a man could match her 
whether with love or blows. 


Her end was almost splendid: 
her cheeks glowed like the rose, 
slumped down over washtubs, 
palaaeced by her toes ~ 

that was how they found her: 
the muffled Annie Doyle 

in a predictable position - 
blood pressure on the boil. 
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'Ye'l1 mo put me in the grubber!'! 
auld Maggie Murphy yelled, 

and struggling wi the polis 
aloft a poker held. 


The Assistance Man had told her 
'Ye caa pawn tae pay the rent!! 
but that was not the reason 

the ‘busies' had been sent. 


She'd sent the louse-bag flying 
dowa a flight of stairs. 

Her man had died ia Flanders 
"But,' they'd said, 'who cares?! 


And‘hey sentenced her one Monday 
closeby the Glesga Green: 

since that day auld Maggie 

has never mair been seen. 


27 


There used te be an unwashed gink 
in Buchan Street's rum doss? 
summer, winter, spring er fall 
he hung round Gorbals Gross, 


None had clearly seen his face 
behind the lice=nest beard, 
and if he had a voice at all 
it never once was heard. 


Tramps and fellow-travellers 
sft gain an obscure fame: 
there never was any mystery 
how Joe Soap got his name. 
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Twenty stone and eighty 
puffing up the stairs 
loaded down with victuals 
and not a cat to share. 


She used to thump the ceiling 
with a brush closeby her bed 
because the noise above her 
echoed through her head. 


But uc one lived above her 
top-flatted single~end: 

shawl tartaned Mrs Rennie 
was driven round the bend 


by loneliness and drinking 
whiskey on the sly 

till dragged by ancestral voices 
back te the isle of Skye. 
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We used te call him miser Joe 
because he used to walk so slow. 

His sharpened eyes swept the ground: 
something lost is something found. 


A frock-cut coat brushed his feet, 
aod on his head a top~hat neat, 
and we jeered as he passed by 

but never guessed the reason why. 


This old man a lonely Jew 
could only stammer in Hebrew 
in some darkened Synogogue 
to his only friend and Lord. 


You are dead now, miser Joe. 
It is surely better so; 
exiled in a foreign land 

as I am now, I understand. 
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Every Sunday afternoon 
shattering sabbatical gloom 

came the Sally Ally band - 
children skipping hand in hand, 
Papes and prodies, athiest, Jew, 
from high windows, necks askew, 
draped curtains parted wide 

(like animosity cast aside) 

to see the flag of Glory come. 
Trombones, cymbals, brass and drum 
and marching bravely in the rear 
all the drunks from far and near, 
happy in the Band of Hope 
slanted heels tied with rope, 
whistling a devilish tune 
jostling for elbow reom 

safe within the Gospel Hall: 
hardest sinners safely fall, 
glorify the Lord - ameut 

Till next Sunday saves again. 
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Auld Mrs Moonie 
huddled in a chair 

lew dowa by a window 
gilver wisp~blown hair: 
I never saw her moving 
or going anywhere. 


If¢ you hit her window 

with a glancing bali 

she hurled invective at you 
with a steely glare: 

auld Moonie wasn't moving 
or going anywhere. 


When they came to téke her 
to her bed of dust 

‘no loving mourners gathered 
but this much you can trust 
auld Moonie wasn't moving 
or going anywhere. 
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Who wrote the songs 
all children sing? 
Who taught them how 
to form a ring? 

Why dees the babe 
smile in his sleep 
midst smelly rags 
in basements deep? 
If no one hears 
love's jovial king 
he truly knows 

aot anything. 
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Vote! Vote! Vote! 

for Harry Lauder, 

he's the safest ot them at, 

If ye let the Tories in 

ye'll hiv tae learn tae swim 

while yer auld man gies a tankin! 
tae yer maw! 


Vote! Vote! Vote! 

for sugar olly, 

who's that knockin' at the door? 

If ye let the Commies in 

they'll put up the price o! gin 

while yer auld man gies a tenkin! 
tae yer maw! 


Vote! Votef Vete! 

for Matty Ghandi, 

whe's that knockin' at the decor? 

Ch, we'll pinch euld Ghandi's rag 

just tae wave it for a flag, 

then we'll never see auld Ghandi 
anymore! 
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The black~masked phantom 
leering balefully 

from well-thumbed covers 
of astcunding magazines 
piled ceiling-high 

midst dusty comie~cuts, 
Hotspurs and Beanos, 
Adventurous Wide World Tales: 
dragons and headhunters, 
the deadly gruffen 

whose blazing bi-plane 
sent Richtober's circus 
smoking dows the skies: 
fierce twisted turbans 
guarding the Kyhber Pass 
on the road to Kabul: 
Custer's flag-furled stand, 
Doc Halliday and Earp 
branching over Tombstone 
seat villains te Bocthill: 
Buffalow Bill 

scalping Yellewhand 

whose howling “ braves 
fled into the dust. 


We'd never heard of Thoreau 

mar the aged Tolstoy 

but we learned te read 
painlessly, with joy 

stiff words they dared not teach 
in Sunday School 
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Height and reach, pound for pound 
dattling for the eight-stone crows 
share Benny Lyach at twenty—cue 
sent them buckling to the ground. 


Delirius crowds went surging home 
bragging down the desperate years? 
the ring cf combat empty now 

saw Bennny square up all alone 


to the hardest hitter cf them all, 
aa opponent skilled in counterpunch, 
the clinch, feint and uppercut 
pygmy fists and target small 


stricken by the lone-aimed blow 
unseen in a neutral corner, 

a shadow boxer raised his fist 
to lay him out and low. 
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High the hely banners wave 

past silent crowds, faces grey, 

eyes dowacast, shrouds of white 
supplicants fold stiff hands to pray. 
There is Joey, Bill and Jim, 

but I dare not smile at him: 

T heard the voice of Jesus say 

What a way to greet the May! 


See the Virgin's placid smile 
and Our Savicur's bleeding hands, 
bear the cruxifix on high 

where St Francis chapel stands: 
there is Agnes, Sall aud Sue 

but IT mst act smile to yous 

I heard the veice of Jerus say 
Whet a way to greet the May! 


Dark-robed ruus, palid priests 
leading at 2 funeral pace 

dewn Caley road and Lawmoor street 
all the children of the place: 

I do uot think you know the way 

to heaven and amole sunnyness. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say 
What a way to greet the May! 
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Now I know how Sandy Claus 
travels on through time and space 
defying all the natural laws 

and never singes beard or face. 


We that think we know the score 
are most likely to be found 
peddling round his giant store 
hampered by a single pound. 


Like the days when, as boys, 
noses blistered on the pane, 
we counted cut the tinsel toys 
made in Japan or fascist Spain. 


In showrooms all the girls admire 

the guy who gives a sweater cheap: 
mist all the things of heart's desire 
be priced and placed beyond our reach? 


Cordial to the guests within 
Jack Diamond's hall at Gorbals Cross, 
he bids the x-mas ball begin 
with heart as hard as cld Jack frost. 


Now I know how Sandy Cleus 

travels on through time and space: 
if only he would use his claws 

to slash the price-tag oa each face! 
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Darkexed solstice of the year 
shaking with vicarious fear 

pass the flickering lanterns round 
as Beltane rises from the ground 
covered whole in soot and smoke 
releasing children from the yoke 
ef THOU SHALT NOT do this or thet 
puffing hard on every spark 

till wild the conflagration grows 
what he's up to no one knows 
masks are only false they say 

for those who wear one every day 
off they come at Beltane's touch 
leaving all without a crutch: 

we leap and sing around the fire 
with limbs that never seem to tire 
eat and drink, dance and vlay 

a shrieking baechic roundeley: 
this is how it was before 

the dead cast shadows on the floor 
long before the hocds in grey 
came tc lead the meek aways 
authority may stamp its feet 

at the ghosts of Errol street 

but the leving Beltane feast 

is certain to owtlast the priest. 
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Significant is anything 

we never quite forget: 

pungent smell, sight and sound 
can haunt us even yet. 


He never-tasted prime roast beef 
but in the sharpest weather , 
bounced a ball against the wall 

s light as aay feather. 


In the game of quick pontoon 
he gathered tricks a~plenty, 
as if he knew he'd never reach 
the age of two-and~twenty. 


He cranked a wind-up gramophone 
with battered horn and rusty: 

'O buddy, can you spare a dime?!— 
his constant pal was Crosby. 


A cripple in aw old wheelchair 
whom others had te carry: 
but in the game of tug-o-war 

e pulled as hard as Terry, 
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Hospital street towering high 
blotting out the glowering sky: 

in winter we could skate and glide 
half a mile to the Clyde 


undettered by yellow fog: 

we set up a steady jog 

round about old Abbotsford 
and the cold Assistance Beard, 


Rouud the Jewish Institute 

whose door we kicked till it shook 
while next door the Boys' Brigade 
formed fours for next parade. 


When they tried té haul us in 
reminding us of Adam's sin 
the Cathclics within our razks 
said the place was full of cranks. 


So it was. But you know 

all this happened long ago, 

long before these xtian soldiers 
went marching to the war, 
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As winter crept up winding stairs 
with icy hands to chill the bone 
we spoke of ghosts some had seen 
where bridges swing suspended; 
how Dracula, the walking dead, 
slowly rose from cut the tomb 
near coffin-shapen stone, 
aad fluttered on the broken pane 

s louder blew the storm. 
A distant footfall far below 
might be the man they could net hang 
which Frankenstein had made: 
the whining wind sheck gaslit doors 
and we grew more afraid. 

On such a night the werewolfs prowl 
upon the midnight heur. 
With backward locks we scurried heme 
te shiver in our crowded deng 
unsafe and all alone. 
There te dream within a dream: 

a viaduct across a gorge 

collapsed as fearfully we crossed 
te fall and fall and fall. 

Then startled we would leap awake 
to find 

there was no death at alls 

while over all cur dungeon dark 
fell never-ending snow. 
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Swift war hawks gathered, 
the sirens wailed alarn, 
ene hundred droning bombers 
marked-wing to tail 

with sinister twisted cross, 
came shuddering over 

the soft low Cathkin braes 
where frantic guus spat upwards. 
Gehenaa's sky 

blazed hot and redder. 
Skyscraper beams 

swerved drunken 

across the bursting sky. 

We huddled closer 

under the shuddering masonry 

of a ragstore pen 

wondering if old Sean, 
chaine-smoking in his bed, 

was safe. He'd yelled 

'The enemy's no' up there 

but doon below!! 


Oa came the loud maurauders 
twisting above the Clyde, 

and Surry Street went up in flames. 
Old men 

framed in burning windows 
fell screaming. 

Nelson and Ballater Streets 
lay battered 

as ten floated mines 

crashed upot: the female 
nightshift staff. 

A well-aimed missile 

swished dowt 

and missed Broomielaw's three bridges 
by a fraction. 

Two miles downstrean 

oy Govan's rotting pier 
destroyers were destroyed, 
merchantmen blown apart, 
leaping like frightened frogs 
upon the slanted quays. 

The shrill hammering yards 
also narrowly missed 

but the crewled tenements 
round about 

were Levelled: 

Clydebaxk and Dalmuir folded 
in flame Se 


At niahtfall 


Cut in the unsafe suburbs 
the lower middle class 

in Deansten Drive 
went sprawling, tasting 
fer the first time 

the troubled dust. 


All over Battlefield 
the encrusted monument 
to Mery Queen cf Scots 
last ditch, was strewa 
‘with flying debris 
as Greek Thompson's classic 
church in Laneside Road 
was blow: wide open 
for the first and last time 
on a weekday. 
The indoor bawling club 
at Crosemyloof 
once so select 
became a mortuary 
where poor and rich 
lay mangled 
side by side. 


Night after night 

red engines raced the Length 
cf shattered Crown Street 

as scavengers shovelled piles 
of breken glass, 

an tumoLlested Luftwaffe 
revved jubilantly back 
leaving a vulture stench 
which hung upom the air 
through many sunless days. 


No myth my Little fears 
geod earth smell, 


At nightfall 

Pig iron tongues leapt 
licked the cindered sky 
Over pulsating tenement 
tombs of the poor 

where we the children 
waited on Moloch 


implacable. 
There 
in unflowering Florence Street 
marching 


we slouched 
we hid ourselves. 
The wall map 
where red blotches 
the malignancy of empire 
instilled a dread 
telling the story 
of bible and gun 
and the coiled tawse 
| always in evidence 
for we lacked faith 
in that inheritance. 


We who, at dawn, 

@ gang of shivering boys 

were hauled from bed 

to sip cheap Lipton's tea, 
mashed up peas brose or 

three a penny rolls, 

had braved the cold 

the stinging hail, 

rattling the spilling milk cans - 
braved too the stranger lurking 
in the unlit close 

or cornered rats 


High strung singing wires 
stretching pole to pole, 
thunderelap of trolleys 
flashing round the toll: 


cluttered pawns and ragstores, 
briquette dens of dross, 
the intense semi-circles 
grumbling pitch-and-toss: 


sign writers poised on ladders, 
smoke-swirling Camden Vaults, 
them revelry up-ended - 

spew petrified on frost: 


to opera-box sash windows 
the back-court buskers sang 
Poaty~bee-baw-babbity 

in Glesga's greenland slang: 


drunk Margie every Friday 
outside McIvir's store 
pranced gyratic measures 
never seen before: 


hunchback Jack the cobbler 
informer to the law 
crumpled under bannisters 
broken neck and jaw: 


sweet poetry of movement 
in swift and subtle feet - 
long kerb-searing dashes - 
ball—juggling on the street 


where Capaldi hauled his block-ice 
to a resounding crash 

and longed-for splinters flashing 
Neapolitan wrath. 


Dot ae awh 


_Not—that the 
streets were ever ours: the 
black badditti (as elsewhere) 


ected tribute at our 
aitien hands. We called them, 


aptly, Burke and Hares: 


Polis ereepin roon in pairs. 


quick to pounce on tanner ba's - 

sic dedication to the laws - 

but should the bookie run away 

wi the takins o the day - 

anguished punters strandit there 
ecouldna find them anywhere. 

The back~court gamblin school they'd smash, 
batter wir heids and pocket the cash. 
And when the sherrif and his crew 
éame to evict auld Margie Frew 

they‘ were there to confiscate 

the bits o stick and broken plate. 
Well hated by gentile and Jew, 
naebody asked the time fae you, 

for time is a' that we would get. 
Black peaked helmets haunt me yet. 
If I have no respect for law 

it is because of what I saw 

in Glelland Street: two coppers drag 
by the hair a helpless hag 

through the streets a long, long way: 
I hear her screaming to this day. 


HARRY BRYCE 
(1924-1971) 


from GEHENNA 
(recollections of a Gorbals childhood) 


Before the school-bell tolled 
gangs of shivering boys 

were hauled from bed 

to sip cheap Lipton's tea, 
mashed-up peas brose 

or three-a-penny rolls. 

We'd bravely face the cold 

the stinging hail, 

rattling the splilling milkcans: 


brave, too, unfriendly shadows 


HARRY BRYCE 
(1924-1971) 
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HARRY BRYCE 
1924-1971 

ee. Seem ait 
from GEHENNA 


Harey BRACE 
C1424 (qit) 


{= 
Before the school-bell tolled 
gangs of shivering boys 
were hauled from bed 
to sip cheap (Lipton's) tea, 
mashed-up peas brosé 
or three-a-penny rolls. 
To swell the family purse 
wetd bravely face the cold 
the stinging hail 
rattling the spilling milk-cans: 
brave, too, unfriendly shadows 
that lurked in the unlit close, 
and cornered rats 
and ravenous spitting cats. 


But when the gchool-bell tolled 
we cowered: we were sheep. 


There 


in unflowering Florence Street 


to quick, tuneless 
marching 

Left right, left right! 
we slouched 

we hid ourselves. 

The big map - 

the red blotches 
showed 

cancerous growth of 


dread 

(for we lacked faith 
in that inheritance) - 
in every classroom 
there 
telling the story 
of bible and gun: 
and the coiled tawse 
always in evidence 
to reinforce 
the tale: 
we feared authority 


and we 

went with head 

pent low 

and we shuffled 

and we hid from sight 
all that we had in us 
that 

was 

ours? 

we only gave them back 
their owt 

herd lies. 


And nightly 

by the Gushetfaulds 
a hunchback om 

a penny flute 

blew 

counterpoints of 
joy 


HNP ISE 


té-B4T4 
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il 
A foundered horse upon the snow 
twisting there with startled eyes; 
coal sacks scattered all around, 
cart shafts pointing to the skies. 


Unsmiling crowds press around 

to coax the beast with sugared buus. 
Hooves flail as the beast strains 
and the black ice beneath him burns. 


With heaving flanks and bursting heart 
you have uo choice but to obey: 

for harnesses were made for slaves 

und cruel whips to flay. 


In Cumberland and Bedford streets 
Itve seen and heard them cheer 
the work-horse as he rose again 
to pull the wagon clear. 


(1 str Leree) 


6 Balvicar Drive 
Queenspark 
Glasgow G42 80S 


29 Jan 85 


My dear Tricia, 


A lovely surprise, hearing from you like that, and 
a very strange coincidence. The night before your letter 
came, an old friend of your dad's - Jimmy Daniel - was 
paying one of his very rare visits here from Aberdeen where 
he now lives. We spent a large chunk of the evening talking 
about Harry and Marion and you children and Glen O'Dee 
and Newbattle Abbey and Gorebridge and always coming back 
to Harry's writing and come the dawn what do we find? - 
a letter from Harry%s youngest in the post, as if she'd 
been listening in by telepathy all night long. We must 


watch out for you. 


Anyway, I am hoping to be through in Edinburgh some 
time within the next four weeks, and I promise to bring 
your dad's autobiography with me. If I can't manage or 
think it'll be too long, I'll send the manuscript by post. 
Will that be all right? 


In the meantime I hope you will be satisfied with what 
Harry called his commonplace book which contains all the 
poems he did not destroy and must be the book¢ of poems 
you are referring to: plus two magazines in one of which 
Harry had a prize-winning poem published and in the other 
a very humourous article on "wardening": plus a couple 
of letters which Harry wrote to Marion - I'm totally baffled 
how they came into my possession, but if I'm kind of late 
in returning them, at least I've kept them safe. I'm sure 
Marion will be thrilled to have them back again, indeed 
to have all of Harry's things back again. 


Give my love to your mum and all the family. I hope 
you enjoy these things. Write and let me know how things 
are. All my love. 


Sincerely, 


, ye ae 


. 


Sinnltameens 
Someme 4 singing wih je 
While | am thideing dove tears: 
He sits Anh Ini lbs" af st all, 


Sontine how bing Mth mae 


Ansty serams th te Mark 
He sip mover by it ahh 


Somers % breathing his (ast 
As m babe <éaps th the womb; 
He sits swine through it hy 


Someem 6s searching hy truth 
4A Judge His 4 wien fy jal; 
We sib anh, watches se al, 


Nabors 40 ClAMabriieg i WAV 
As My 5 Cs sit calmly and chant ; 
He 514 ana yawns ab ib all, 


H 


Extracted from his 
’ Commonplace’ book 
To Patria 
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6 Balvicar Drive 
Queenspark 
Glasgow G42 8&QS 


#2 ii 85 
Dearest Tricia: 


Here 1 am with one or two little items to keep you from wearying till I get 
Harry's autobiography to you. When next I come through I'll bring it with me 
but I cannot at the moment say just when that will be. It won't be too long, 
don't worry. One of my friends here has a copying machine which, unfortunately, 
is out of order at present. I'll ask him if he could make a copy of the ms. of 
the autobiography when he gets the machine fixed. There are 180 pages. If I get 
it copied you'll have the original and, if it's all right with you, I'll hold 
on to the copied version. At least you'll always know where the copy can be had 
if you ever need it. I'm sure you'll get used to your dad's handwriting. You'll 
be glad to know that the autobiography is typed. You must remember that he 
wrote it at high speed and did not have an opportunity to go over it again 
and make corrections. I know for a fact there were a lot of things he would 
have taken out and a good deal of new stuff he would have put in had he hadthe 
health and strength to go over it. But you'll find your dad there all right, 
and I'm sure you'll spend many happy hours poring over his pages, as indeed I 
have. I have literally hundreds of your dad's letters dating from as far back 
as 1958. I don't know if they would be of any interest to you really, but I'11 
try and gather them together and get them into some order and maybe let you see 
them one of these days, if you think you'd like to see them. You must write to 
me often. Writing letters is good practice. Also read as’much as you can. Always 
be reading something. You can start with my story in the magazine VARIANT which 
I'm sending to you. Write to me and let me know how it struck you. I hope 
sending you these things hasn't upset your mum by bringing back memories which 
make her sad. I thought on balance it was better to have tokens of remembrance 
than not. I have lots of stuff here and its only a matter of sorting it out 
and whenever I come across anything that might be of interest to you I will send 
it on. I'm sorry I don't have the complete series of Gorbals Views in which 
Harry's poem GEHENNA appeared. Perhaps Harry kept copies himself. Anyway, I'm 
sending you what I have just in case you don't have them, They're yours,And 
remember to write constantly - poems, stories, letters, anything: it's the only 
way to learn. Tell me what you read. Of course even if I can't get the auto. 
copied I'll still bring it through: it is yours afterall and you should have it, 
not me. Aftferall I've had it for about 13 years, right? So don't be concerned 
about that. Thanks for the lovely letter you wrote and I'm realy looking forward 
to seeing you all again. I hope it is soon. Keep good for now. Till I see you, 
THe pte 
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